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Educational Association was formed for the benefit of young Indians,
who, being the children of ex-indentured labourers, were born in
Natal and spoke English. Its members paid a nominal fee. The chief
objects of the association were to provide a meeting-place for these
youths, to create in them a love for the motherland and to give them
general information. The members met regularly, and spoke or read
papers on different subjects.
Another feature of the Congress work was to acquaint the British
community in South Africa and people in India with the real condi-
tions in Natal. Gandhi wrote two pamphlets, An Appeal to Every
Briton in South Africa and The Indian Franchise. They were widely
circulated. Gandhi insisted on truth and discouraged exaggeration,
drew the attention of the Indian community to their own short-
comings. The newspapers were supplied with as much information as
was possible and anti-Indian propaganda was counteracted.
There were organizations similar to the Natal Indian Congress in
the Transvaal and Capetown. Their constitutions were different but
the activities of all the three bodies were identical.
Although the Natal Indian Congress had some colonial-born
Indians and the clerical class as its members, the unskilled wage-
earners and the indentured labourers were outside its pale. But an
opportunity offered itself to Gandhi to know intimately the indent-
ured labour within four months of his starting legal practice. A Tamil
man in tattered clothes, head-gear in hand, with two front teeth
broken and his mouth bleeding stood before the young barrister.
Gandhi was shocked to see this spectacle and persuaded him to put
his turban on and behave like an equal. It was a new experience to
the poor slave. Balasundaram, as this poor visitor was called, was
serving his indenture under a well-known European resident of Dur-
ban. His master beat the helpless worker till he bled. Gandhi sent for
a doctor to secure a certificate and took the injured man to a magis-
trate. It was not Gandhi's desire to get the employer punished but he
wanted Balasundaram to be released from him. Like the slave, the
indentured labourer was the property of his master. Gandhi suc-
ceeded in transferring him to some one else. Balasundaram's case
reached the ears of every indentured labourer as far as Madras and
Gandhi came to be regarded as their friend. They called him Bhai.
A regular stream of indentured labourers began to pour into his
office, and thus Gandhi got the opportunity to know their sorrows